


2009 (www.qeimc.be). In Austria, the Pierrot
Lunaire Ensemble International Composition
Competition also secures performance dates for the
winning entry, offering at least three performances on
an international concert tour. This competition is open
to all composers and requires applicants to write for a
chamber ensemble of between two and five performers
using the following instruments: flute, clarinet, violin,
cello and piano. The deadline is 31 January 2010
(www.pierrotlunaire.at).

Moving away from contests that commission new
works for traditional orchestrations, the International
Contemporary Music Contest ‘Citta di Udine’ in
Italy has a section purely dedicated to the composition
of electroacoustic music (www.taukay.it). Through this,
composers are encouraged to think outside the common
boundaries of style and genre and to experiment more
freely within their compositions. The biennial event has
no age limit and accepts applications worldwide. The
closing date for submission is 30 April 2010.

The PRS Foundation for New Music Award, in
the UK ‘encourages creators to push the boundaries of
their artistic practice’. Now in its fourth year, the
competition invites proposals for projects and offers an
impressive £50,000 to the winner, not so much as a prize
as to enable to realisation of the proposal. In its
selection, unlike most other competitions, the PRS
Foundation award has no restriction on genre, style or
instrumentation — nor even specifies whether musical
instruments, in the traditional sense, need be used at
all. The deadline for proposals for next year’s award is
8 January 2010 (www.prsfoundation.co.uk/newmusicaward).

Certainly, 2010 looks set to be another year packed
full of opportunities for composers. Whether you are a
young composer looking to gain experience and exposure,
or an already established professional seeking greater
challenges and prizes, with more and more new competitions
and awards being launched, there is always something to
motivate and inspire the creation of new music.

A comprehensive list of
competitions in the UK and
abroad is available in the
British and International
Music Yearbook and the
Classical Music magazine
Competitions supplement,
both available from
Rhinegold Publishing,
www.rhinegold.co.uk
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